PART I EXAMINATION    SAMPLE QUESTION PAPERS


 B.A. PART I EXAMINATION


ENGLISH HONOURS Paper I





Full Marks: 100                                                                              Examination Time: 4 hours. 


Answers that are to the point, precise and clear will be given special credit.


Spelling and grammatical errors are liable to be penalised.





SECTIONS 1 & 2


1. Answer any four of the following questions:                                          4x5=20





(a) Who is Caedmon? What is the significance of his hymn?


(b) What indicates that Grendel is angry? Refer closely to the extract that you have read.


(c) Where is Canterbury? Why do the pilgrims want to go there and what is their plan?


(d) Give a brief account of one characteristic work that represents the alliterative revival    


     in the context of medieval English literature.


(e) What are the significant features of Old English prose? Refer to authors and their         


      works. 


(f) Is “The Prologue” to The Canterbury Tales a realistic picture of society in Chaucer’s


     own times?


SECTIONS 3, 4 & 5


2. Answer any three of the following questions:                                         3x10= 30


(a) Discuss whether the sonnets of Shakespeare are part of the conventional sonnet-


     writing exercises of the period.


(b) Critically assess Edmund Spenser’s contribution to Elizabethan poetry. What is the 


      significance of his sonnet sequence in this  context?


(c) What characteristics of Metaphysical poetry do you find in Donne’s “Good Morrow’     


      or in Marvell’s “To his Coy Mistress”?


(d) Give a short account of the metaphysical poets who wrote religious poems. Does               


      Vaughan’s “Retreat” belong to this category? Give reasons for your answer.


3. (a) What was the contribution of Bacon to the development of English prose?


Or,


Briefly survey the range of Jacobean prose writing in English. What characteristics 


      of Jacobean prose do you find in the extract by Robert Burton?





4. Answer any five of the following:                                                             5x2=10


    (a) Annotate the “seven sleepers’ den”.


    (b) “One day I wrote her name”—whose name is written, where and why?


    (c) Explain the term “vegetable love”.


    (d) What is the meaning of “Religio Medici”? 


    (e) What, according to Bacon are the chief ends served by ‘Studies’? Or, 


          What, according to Bacon are the uses of travel to the younger and the older?


     (f) What is the importance of King James’s Bible?


     (g)  What is the significance of the word “Retreat” in Vaughan’s poem? 


     (h) Name one significant work each by Langland and Gower. 


SECTION 6


5. Scan the following passage, identify the predominant meter and indicate the variations


    if any:    


     Tiger, tiger, burning bright  


     In the forests of the night,  


     What immortal hand or eye  


      Dare frame thy fearful symmetry?    


SECTION 7


6. Answer any five of the following with suitable examples :                    5x5=25


(a) Show how the written language is enriched by the spoken dialects in English.


(b) In terms of vocabulary, how has American English developed in a divergent way?


(c) How did the process of Derivation contribute to the making of new words in Old   


     English?


(d) How were native resources utilized in coining new compounds in English?


(e) Examine the English vocabulary to comment on the French influence on English   


     social life.


(f) Indicate the different periods when Latin loan words entered the English language.


(g) What did the King James’s Bible contribute to the enrichment of the English 


     language?














****





		PART I EXAMINATION    SAMPLE QUESTION PAPERS


 B.A. PART I EXAMINATION


ENGLISH HONOURS Paper II


Full Marks: 100                                                                              Examination Time: 4 hours


. 


Answers that are to the point, precise and clear will be given special credit.


Spelling and grammatical errors are liable to be penalised.





SECTION 1 


1. Answer any three of the following:                                                         3x5= 15


  (a) Give a brief factual account of the English Civil War. How did the historical event 


        affect literature?


  (b) Name and explain the literary merits of three poems by John Dryden that are directly    


       related to history of the Restoration period.


Who were the precursors of the Romantics? Is this nomenclature justified?


Trace the development of English verse satire from Dryden to Dr Johnson. Name the major works and the subject matter.


Write a short note on The Deserted Village by Oliver Goldsmith.





SECTION 2


2. Answer any one of the following:                                            10


   (a) What characteristics of a secondary epic do you notice in Milton’s Paradise Lost?


   (b) With suitable illustrations comment on the use of Milton’s ‘grand style’ in 


         Paradise Lost Book I.


   (c) Is Milton’s portrayal of Satan in Paradise Lost Book I sympathetic? Give reasons to 


         support your view.


  3. Attempt any two of the following:                                         2x5=10


    (a) What is an Invocation in the context of an epic? Whom does Milton invoke in    


         Paradise Lost?


    (b) Explain the statement “all is not lost”.


    (c) Where is Pandemonium? How is it described by Milton?


    (d) Who is Beelzebub and what is his role in the epic?


4. Annotate any three of the following:                                         3x 2=6


   (a) Lucifer


   (b) “the one greater Man”


(c) Vallambrosa


(d) Orion


(e) Cherub


SECTION 3





5. Answer any one of the following:                                            10


  (a) Justify the title of Pope’s The Rape of the Lock.


  (b) Why does Pope criticize women in The Rape of the Lock? Comment on the tone of 


        the satire.


   (c) What is a heroi-comical poem? Does The Rape of the Lock fit into this category?


6. Attempt any two of the following:                                          2x5=10


   (a) Describe the game of ombre.


   (b) Comment on Pope’s invocation in The Rape of the Lock.


   (c) Illustrate how Pope uses the heroic couplet for maximum comic effect in the poem.


   (d) What is the role, if any, that Belinda’s lapdog plays in the poem?


7. Annotate any three of the following:                                     3x2=6


   (a) Sol


   (b) Ariel


   (c) Birth-night Beau


    (d) gnome


     (e) masquerade


SECTION 4


8. Answer any one of the following:                                            12


  (a) What is an elegy? Is Gray’s poem a typical English elegy? Give reasons for your 


        view.


   (b) Attempt a critical appreciation of ‘The Solitude of Alexander Selkirk’.


   (c) Comment on ‘The Tyger’ as a song of ‘experience’.


9. Contextualize and explain any two of the following:                2x8=16


   (a) “I AM monarch of all I survey;  


        My right there is none to dispute;”


“Little Lamb, who made thee? � Dost thou know who made thee?”


“When the stars threw down their spears, 


       And watered heaven with their tears,


       Did he smile his work to see?”


“Full many a flower is born to blush unseen, 


        And waste its sweetness on the desert air.”





10. Locate and explain the figures of speech in the passage given below:      5


      “Can storied urn or animated bust    


      Back to its mansion call the fleeting breath? 


      Can Honour's voice provoke the silent dust,


      Or Flattery soothe the dull cold ear of Death?”       








****


